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Criminal Protection of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage:
Between National Legislation and International Conventions

Abstract

This study addresses one of the most significant topics concerning antiquities and cultural heritage,
examining their criminal protection at both the national legislative level and the international level.
The study elucidates the concept of antiquities and cultural heritage, explains their public and private
ownership, and examines the position of both Iragi and Jordanian legislation in adopting these
concepts. It also investigates whether the legal provisions of the antiquities and heritage legislation in
Iraq and Jordan encompass all types of antiquities and heritage within criminal protection, including
substantive provisions related to crimes affecting antiquities and heritage objects—such as theft,
smuggling, illicit trafficking, among others. Additionally, the study addresses the most important
international conventions concerned with the protection of cultural property during peacetime or
armed conflicts. This study also examines the legal mechanisms employed for the recovery of such
property, the difficulties encountered in this regard, and the resulting findings, most notably that the
factor distinguishing antiquities from heritage objects is the element of time, though the determination
of this age varies from one country to another. International law, however, makes no distinction
between them, referring to both under the designation of "cultural property,” which encompasses

anything that reflects artistic and civilizational value for humanity.

Keywords: Criminal Protection, Antiquities, Cultural Heritage, Excavation, Enhanced Protection.

$2026 Ol /21447 5.ta 53 g1 3tall 20 S Alnl] g3ty Seca It Ll yald _]t}.‘td.[ A




