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Apparent Contradiction in the Noble Qur’an:
Foundations and Elucidation

Abstract

This study, titled "Apparent Contradiction in the Noble Qur'an: Foundations and Elucidation,” addresses
the foundational principles of an important and distinct category within the sciences of the Noble Quran,
namely apparent contradiction (a/-mushkil al-mutawahham). This refers to the discipline concerned with
resolving the apparent conflict between the Noble Quran and scientific propositions in the logical sense—
namely, necessary (dardriyyah) and theoretical (nazariyyah) propositions—using the analytical critical
methodology.

The study aimed to elucidate the meaning of scientific propositions and their types, as well as the relationship
of the Noble Quran to these propositions.

The study demonstrated that scientific propositions are of two types: necessary and theoretical, and it detailed
the disagreement among Islamic and non-Islamic schools regarding whether such propositions yield
certainty.

The study clarified that what occurs is merely an apparent contradiction between certain speculative
(zanniyyah) propositions in the Noble Qur'an and definitive (gariyya#h) scientific propositions.

The study concluded that when such an apparent contradiction occurs concerning necessary scientific
propositions, those propositions must be given precedence by scholarly consensus.

As for when it occurs concerning theoretical scientific propositions, it falls into two categories: direct
contradiction, in which case the majority of scholars hold that theoretical reasoning (r7azar) must be given
precedence, contrary to the view of Ibn Taymiyyah and his followers. The second category is contradiction
that entails the invalidation of the foundational source of transmission (nag/), in which case the majority of
scholars hold that theoretical reasoning must be given precedence, a view opposed by Ibn Taymiyyah and his
followers, as well as some Ash‘aris and Sufis.

The study demonstrated that one of the mostimportant causes of apparent contradiction between the Noble
Qur’an and scientific propositions is the interpretation of its verses according to terminologies that emerged
after its revelation, whereas the verses of the Qur'an must be interpreted according to the meanings of the
Arabic language known at the time of its revelation.

The study is divided into an introduction, a preamble, three sections, and a conclusion containing the most
important findings.

Keywords: Necessary Propositions, Theoretical Propositions, Contradiction.
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