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Contemporary Theological Criticism of the Theory
of Evolution: Husayn Al-Jisr as a Case Study

Abstract

Renewal is an inherent characteristic of Islamic theology (ka/am), as it continually engages with the
ever-emerging doubts raised by intellectuals in every age. Therefore, it is unacceptable for later
scholars to be content solely with what their predecessors recorded in their works as refutations of
earlier doubts; for although doubts generally trace back to overarching universal principles, their
formulation and the corresponding refutations must evolve according to the nature of the
intellectual contexts of each era. Among the most prominent contemporary doubts is the claim that
divine intervention in creation is unnecessary, based on the theory of evolution. However, this
doubt involves profound epistemological confusion. Consequently, some theologians have
addressed it and responded through theological methodology, without encroaching upon the
highly specialized field of evolutionary biology. Prominentamong these scholars is Shaykh Husayn
Al-Jisr, who, in his work Al-Risalah Al-Hamidiyyah, addressed several intellectual doubts and
elucidated a methodology for refuting them. This research aims to analyze Al-Jisr's critique of the
notion that evolution renders divine creation superfluous, and to extract the general features of his
theological methodology that can be utilized in addressing contemporary emerging doubts. The
research adopts an analytical approach to Al-Jisr's texts directly in order to extract his critical
methodology. The study concludes with several findings, the most important of which are: Al-Jisr's
emphasis on the limitations of scientific inquiry concerning theological matters, the avoidance of
conflating methodologies used in different disciplines, his critique of the speculative foundational
principles of the theory of evolution, and his affirmation of the primacy of revelation over
speculation. He further emphasizes that provisional explanations cannot supersede definitive
truths. The study recommends encouraging researchers in Islamic studies to produce critical
research on contemporary problematic issues and to draw upon the contributions of later scholars.
Keywords: Islamic Theology (Ka/am); Husayn Al-Jisr; A/-Risalah Al-Hamidiyyah, Theory of

Evolution; Creation.
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