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The Impact of the Muftl's Guidelines (Rasm al-Mufir) on
the Construction of Jurisprudential Rulings
According to Ibn Al-Karaki in His Book Fayd Al-Mawla
Al-Kartm ‘Ala ‘Abidihi Ibrahim

Abstract

Objectives:

This study aimed to elucidate the guidelines of rasm al-mufti(the mufti's framework for issuing fatwas) employed by the
distinguished jurist Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad, known as Ibn Al-Karaki, in his book Fayd Al-Mawla Al-
Karim Ala Abidihi Ibrahim. It also sought to demonstrate how these guidelines were applied to substantive jurisprudential
branches, to distinguish sound rulings from weak ones, preponderant views from outweighed ones, and to show how
rulings change according to custom, time, necessity, and widespread occurrence ( umim al-ba/wa), as well as to highlight
the impact of these guidelines on the construction of jurisprudential rulings.

Methodologies:

The study employed the following methodologies: the inductive approach, by tracing the jurisprudential issues presented
by the author in his book; the analytical approach, by comparing the author's ruling on each issue in this book with the
authoritative opinion within the Hanafi school; and the deductive approach, by extracting conclusions and identifying the
mufti's guidelines based on analysis and induction of the author's issues in relation to the various opinions and the
authoritative position within the school.

Findings:

The study reached a number of conclusions, the most important of which are: highlighting the significance of the science
of rasm al-muftifor the mujtahid in constructing rulings and addressing emerging issues, and the necessity of observing
these guidelines when applying texts to reality. The study also demonstrated the impact of changing customs on changing
rulings, the effect of widespread occurrence (‘wmim al-balwa) on the construction of rulings, the role of necessity in setting
aside analogical reasoning (givas), the exceptional skill of Ibn Al-Karaki in deriving rulings, and the importance of the
book A/-Faydwithin the Hanafi school, evidenced by the fact that later authorities such as Ibn Nujaym Al-MisrTin A/-Bahr
Al-Ra’ig, Shaykht Zadah in Majma“ Al-Anhur, and the late master Ibn ‘Abidin in his Hashiyah Radd Al-Muhtar, among
others, cited and quoted from it.

Recommendations:

The study recommends greater attention to the science of rasm a/-muftidue to its importance in applying rulings to reality
and ensuring that legislation keeps pace with emerging developments. It also recommends increased focus on Ibn Al-
Karaki's book, may God have mercy on him, and on mastering the skill of distinguishing authoritative rulings within the
school, as this knowledge assists in understanding how to engage with jurisprudential texts and navigate the differing
opinions of scholars.

Keywords: Jurisprudence (Figh), Jurisprudential Principles, Mufti's Guidelines (Rasm al-Mufti), Jurisprudential Rulings, Ibn

Al-Karakr.
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