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The Hadiths That Explicitly State the Rationale ( Illah)
in the Book Buliigh al-Maram min Adillat al-Ahkam
by Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant
Rulings on Marriage as a Case Study

Abstract

This study examines the hadiths in which the underlying rationale is explicitly
mentioned within the book Buliigh al-Maram, and explores the extent of its
impact on the legal ruling. Indeed, the identification of the rationales behind
juristic rulings is of paramount importance for elucidating the objectives of
Islamic law, uncovering the wisdom underlying legislation, affirming that the
Shariah was revealed to safeguard the interests of the legally responsible in
this life and the Hereafter, establishing proof against dissenters, and increasing
the reassurance of those who concur.

The purpose of studying the science of legal rationale is to acquire knowledge
of the methods by which legal rulings are derived from scriptural evidence.
For neither the scholar nor the student can attain knowledge of the secrets of
legislation and its purposes except through a conscious, profound, and
comprehensive study of this science, combining both rational and transmitted
knowledge. The science of legal rationale belongs to the domain of the
rational, while hadiths on legal rulings belong to the domain of the transmitted.
This study comprises an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and
recommendations. The first chapter addresses the nature of the legal rationale
and its conditions. The second chapter deals with the divisions of the rationale
and the methods of identifying it. The third chapter presents a practical
application concerning marriage rulings as found in Buliigh al-Maram.

The study sets forth the most significant findings reached, as well as the key
recommendations it offers.

Keywords: Nature of the Legal Rationale, Conditions of the Legal Rationale,
Methods of Identifying the Rationale, Divisions of the Rationale, Rationale-
Based Rulings on Marriage.
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