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The Compatibility of Contemporary International
Environmental Protection Concepts with Islamic
Measures and Principles

Abstract

Amid the escalating global environmental challenges arising from globalization
and the accelerating pace of economic activities, the preservation of natural
resources, the achievement of sustainable development, and the establishment of
equilibrium among economic, social, and environmental dimensions have become
focal points of growing international concern. This context has given rise to
contemporary international concepts for environmental protection—such as
climate change, the green economy, the circular economy, and environmental and
climate justice—as key tools for enhancing sustainability and addressing
mounting environmental risks.

This study aims to examine the extent to which these contemporary international
concepts align with the principles enshrined in Islamic Sharia, which constitutes
an ethical and legislative framework founded upon the notions of human
trusteeship (istikhlaf) on earth, the prohibition of corruption (ifsad), and the
realization of balance between humanity and the environment.

The study adopts an analytical and inductive methodology to examine
contemporary environmental concepts within the framework of international
environmental law and relevant international agreements, alongside a comparative
approach that involves an inductive review of Qur'anic verses, Prophetic traditions
(Hadith), and scholarly juristic opinions, linking them to modern environmental
standards.

The study concludes that many contemporary international concepts for
environmental protection fundamentally resonate with Islamic principles,
particularly those pertaining to the higher objectives (magasid) of preserving life,
lineage, and property, and preventing corruption. The findings further confirm that
Islamic Sharia provides an ethical and humanitarian framework that supports these
concepts.

The study recommends harnessing these Islamic values in the formulation of
integrated environmental policies that both support international efforts to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and reinforce their legitimacy, while
also contributing to the consolidation of their practical application at both national
and international levels.

Keywords: Islamic Legislation. Sustainable Development, Environmental
Justice, Contemporary Concepts.
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