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Contextual and Theological Significations of the Divine
Will and Its Correlates in Surat al-Shara

Abstract

This research aims to examine the verses in which the Divine Will and its
correlates are mentioned in Siirat al-Shiira, in order to answer the following
question: What are the contextual and theological significations of the
Divine Will and its correlates in this surah? The study was conducted from
two perspectives: first, the contextual significations, by elucidating the
relationships between these verses and their preceding and subsequent
contexts; and second, the theological significations, by demonstrating how
the Divine Will is actualized with respect to guidance and misguidance,
provision , and divine power.

Employing the inductive and analytical methodologies, the research
concluded that these verses are intimately connected to their preceding and
subsequent contexts. They affirm the realities mentioned in those contexts,
either by providing evidence, offering further elucidation, or refuting
fallacies. Furthermore, through their theological significations, they
establish that God Almighty is All-Powerful, All-Willing, and All-Wise;
He guides whom He wills and leads astray whom He wills in accordance
with His wisdom; He provides for His creation, granting abundantly or
restricting provision according to His will and mercy; He is capable of
creation, resurrection, and reckoning; and that man is powerless and his
knowledge is deficient. Man is thus required to take the means of guidance
and faith, and is in need of consultation and seeking divine counsel in the
means of his provision. God's will has attached to him, so He created him
for a purpose and gave him a will by which he chooses either guidance or
misguidance, and he will be resurrected for the Day of Reckoning to be
held accountable for his choices. This is consistent with the name of the
surah: al-Shiira (Consultation), by which human life is set aright.
Keywords: Preceding Context, Subsequent Context, Divine Will, Power.
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