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The Selections of Sheikh Muhammad Sayyid Tantaw1 in
the Interpretation of Verses of Legal Rulings: Surat Al-
Ma’idah and Sirat AlI-An‘am as a Case Study

Abstract

This study aims to present the selections of Sayyid Tantawi regarding the
interpretation of verses of legal rulings in his work A/-7afsir Al-Wasi,
through examining his interpretation of Sarat Al-Ma’idah and Sarat Al-
An‘am, elucidating his methodology in these selections, and his approach to
interpreting verses of legal rulings. The researcher adopted the inductive
approach to trace his selections in these two sarahs, the descriptive
approach in his manner of presenting the verses of rulings, and the
analytical approach to uncover the reasons behind his choices, provide
justifications for them, and balance between the evidences. The study
concluded that Tantawi was characterized by stylistic diversity alongside
methodological consistency, combined with depth in understanding legal
rulings and sound judgment in selecting opinions that align with the
objectives of Islamic law (magasid al-shariah) while remaining responsive
to the contemporary context. The researcher recommended employing his
methodology in connecting the Qurianic text to contemporary reality to

facilitate the application of legal rulings.
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