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A Contextual Semantic Study of the Divine Saying: "Every
share of water is attended' [Al-Qamar 54:28] and Its
Relationship with Similar Constructions and the Theme of
the Surah

Abstract

This study aimed to uncover the semantic significance of the Quranic
construction: "Every share of water is attended" (kullu shirbin
muhtadar) [ Al-Qamar 54:28], and to elucidate the relationship that connects
it to similar constructions and the overarching theme of the surah. The study
adopted the inductive, analytical, and deductive methodologies.

The study arrived at a number of findings, the most significant of which are:
the construction carries a particular semantic significance stemming from the
structure of its lexical components and the context of its occurrence. The
word shirb denotes a specifically designated portion of water, while the
word muhtadar signifies an actualized and manifest presence (hudir). This
conveys that the division of water is clearly regulated, leaving no room for
transgression or concealment.

The study also revealed a semantic complementarity between this construction
and similar constructions, through the diversity of rhetorical styles in
presenting the division—between spatial and temporal dimensions, and
between the explicit designation of the allotted share in entitlement—
consistent with the purpose of the verses sent to humanity. This contributed to
clarifying the nature of the miracle of the she-camel in the disciplined
regulation of its drinking and the apportionment thereof.

It was further established that this construction plays a pivotal role within the
surah, as it is integrated into its overall thematic framework of reminding
humanity of the signs of God, and of elucidating the stances of the deniers and
the consequences of their denial.

Keywords: Shirb, Muhtadar, Semantic Significance of the Construction,
Surah Al-Qamar.
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