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The Employment of the Quranic Citation in Clarifying
the Semantic Difference between Guidance
and Direction by Abu Hilal al-*Askar in His Book A/-
Furiiq al-Lughawiyyah: An Analytical and Critical Study

Abstract

This research aims to demonstrate how Abii Hilal al-"Askart employs
the Quranic citation — "Guide us to the straight path" (lhdina al-sirat
al-mustagim) [Al-Fatihah: 6] — in clarifying the semantic difference
between the concepts of hidayah (guidance) and irshad (direction), and
to evaluate this distinction in light of linguistic analysis and contextual
induction of the roots (*h-d-y*) and (r-sh-d) in the Holy Quran.

The study adopted the inductive methodology in tracing the
etymological origins of the two terms, and the analytical methodology
in examining their Quranic contexts, alongside a critical approach to
assess the extent to which al-‘Askart's view aligns with the overall
Quranic signification.

The study arrived at a number of findings, the most significant of which
are: his citation of the verse reveals a precise appreciation of the rank of
enablement inherent in the meaning of hidayah. However, contextual
induction  demonstrates the broader semantic range of
both hidayah and rushd (righteousness/propriety), extending beyond
the confines of abstract linguistic differentiation. The study also
concluded that the Quranic citation represents an authentic
methodological tool in establishing semantic distinctions, provided that
it 1s employed within a comprehensive contextual reading of the
Quranic text.

Keywords: Guidance (al-hidayah), Right Conduct (al-rushd), Quranic
evidence, semantic distinctions, Abii Hilal al-°Askart.
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