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Practical Transmission and Its Role in the Preservation of
the Sunnah — A Foundational and Inductive Study

Abstract

The concept of practical transmission appears in the documentation of the
Prophetic Sunnah alongside isnad-based documentation, which instills
confidence in the reliability of the Sunnah and its transmission to us intact.
The early Salafi schools in the major Islamic centers adopted this concept
either as an independent foundational source relied upon in their legal
methodology, or as a means of giving preponderance among evidence,
often considering it stronger than isolated reports. This is exemplified by
the School of Medina with its reliance on the inherited practice and
widespread acceptance, and the School of Kufa with their expression: "It is
from the Sunnah...".

The study undertakes the clarification and foundational formulation of the
meaning of practical transmission, delineating the standards by which
practical transmission is deemed reliable, and demonstrating that both
practical transmission and isnad-based transmission have worked in
tandem to establish the attribution of the Sunnah to the Prophet #. This
serves as one of the most compelling responses to those who cast doubt
upon the reliability of the noble Sunnah.

Keywords: Practical Transmission, Preservation of the Sunnah,
Foundational Formulation, Induction.
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