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Controls on Justifiable Self-Defense

A Comparative Study between Qatari and French
Legislation

Abstract

Any assault upon the physical integrity of individuals constitutes a
crime punishable by law. However, certain exceptions apply to this
rule, among which is the right to justifiable self-defense.
Accordingly, any person who is subjected to an assault upon their
person, property, honor, or upon the person, property, or honor of
another, is permitted to use force in their own defense. This is what
Qatari law has permitted under Article 49 of the Penal Code, which
allows a person the right to use violence and commit acts that may
endanger others in defense of themselves. However, the legislator did
not leave this right unrestricted; rather, it established certain legal
controls for the exercise of this right, in order to prevent individuals
from abusing their right to justifiable self-defense.

Through this research, the researcher attempts to shed light on the
right to justifiable self-defense, as one of the important legal
principles that most legal systems around the world have seen fit to
enshrine. The researcher will explain the right to justifiable self-
defense as provided for in the Qatari Penal Code No. 11 of 2004, and
will also undertake a comparison between the provisions of the
Qatari Penal Code and those of the French Penal Code on justifiable
self-defense, in order to examine the extent of legislative deficiencies
or shortcomings in both the French and Qatari legal systems, in
accordance with the research plan established.

Keywords: Defense,Justifiable/Legal,Safety/Integrity,Person/Body,
Controls.
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