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Al-Zamakhshari's Rhetorical Questions in the Discipline
of Ma ‘ant and Their Impact on Exegesis
(Surat al-Anfal as a Case Study)
(An Analytical Comparative Study)

Abstract

This study examines a number of al-Zamakhshart's rhetorical questions
pertaining to the discipline of ‘ilm al-ma ‘ani as found in Sirat al-Anfal.
The researcher has identified twenty-three questions related to key topics
within ilm al-ma ‘ant, including precedence and postponement, separation
and connection, conciseness and amplification, and others. The study
elucidates al-Zamakhshart's views on these issues and uncovers the
rhetorical subtleties he advances.

The researcher presents the statements of various exegetes on these
rhetorical matters, comparing their views with those of al-Zamakhshart and
weighing them against one another, ultimately favoring the interpretation
deemed most consistent with the context and composition of the noble
verse.

The study highlights al-Zamakhshari's precision in addressing rhetorical
questions, his adeptness in analyzing meanings, and his thorough
elaboration of the interpretive possibilities inherent in the questions he
raises. It also demonstrates his keen interest in clarifying issues related to
Qur'anic rhetoric, the impact of which is clearly reflected in his exegesis of
Sturat al-Anfal. The researcher further engages in scholarly discussion of
the views of other scholars who have attended to this field, analyzing their
interpretations in a manner that reveals the depth of al-Zamakhshart's
rhetorical understanding and treatment, as well as the profound influence
and enriching contribution he offers to the student of the Holy Quran in
one of the greatest aspects of its inimitability.
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