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The Perceptions of Hadith Scholars and Their
Methodological Reasons for Regarding Breaches of
Propriety as Conditions of Admissibility
A Foundational, Analytical, and Critical Hadith Study

Abstract

The critical methodology employed by Hadith scholars is regarded as the
most precise among critical approaches for evaluating transmitters of
reports. The scholars have exhaustively considered all conceivable factors
that may inform the assessment of a narrator's character and the consequent
judgment upon his transmission—whether accepted or rejected. It is well
established among Hadith scholars that a narrator's freedom from breaches
of propriety is a prerequisite for affirming his admissibility and accepting
his narrations, as this condition has been consistently incorporated into the
criteria for a reliable transmitter. This study aims to uncover the scholars'
rationales for treating breaches of propriety as conditions of admissibility,
particularly given that most such breaches pertain, in principle, to acts that
are essentially permissible. The research demonstrates the various ways in
which a narrator's commission of a breach of propriety correlates with the
rejection of his narration, or at least with hesitation and reservation
regarding its acceptance. Furthermore, the study addresses the contention
raised by some researchers regarding the alleged lack of explicit evidence
that Hadith scholars rejected a narrator's transmissions solely on the
grounds of a breach of propriety. It becomes evident, however, that the
scholars' treatment of such breaches operated through a practical critical
framework and relied on contextual indications discernible to the critical
examiner.

Keywords: Perceptions, Hadith Scholars, Breaches of Propriety,
Admissibility, Critical Methodology, Permissible Acts.
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