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Narrations Concerning Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubadah's Withholding
from the Pledge of Allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Siddiq —
May God Be Pleased with Them Both

Abstract

Historical sources contain narrations indicating that Sa‘d ibn
‘Ubadah — may God be pleased with him — did not pledge
allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Siddiq — may God be pleased with him
—while other narrations suggest, by their general purport, that Sa“'d
did in fact pledge allegiance.

Some have sought to exploit the narrations stating that Sa‘d did
not pledge allegiance to Abii Bakr in order to cast doubt upon the
validity of Abii Bakr's pledge and the legitimacy of his caliphate.
However, even if such an occurrence were established, it would
not undermine that legitimacy, because the imamate/caliphate is
established through consultation, and it is conceivable that during
consultation some individuals may dissent. Yet the imamate is
validly concluded by the consent of the majority, and the
agreement of all is not a prerequisite.

In contrast, other narrations have been transmitted indicating that
Sa‘d did pledge allegiance to Abi Bakr, albeit under compulsion.
In reality, however, the authenticity of all these narrations is
subject to scrutiny and scholarly discussion, both in terms of their
chains of transmission and in terms of the presence of counter-
narratives. This research, therefore, examines the extent to which
these narrations are established or otherwise, in accordance with
the principles of historical criticism from both the perspective of
chain of transmission and that of conflicting evidenc.
Keywords: Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubadah, Pledged Allegiance, Pledge, Abi Bakr.

13
#2026 170 1448 J9¥1 Ay (SN suall piie EIEN Wl gl g e M il yuld ,'_jtj-!td[ PP




