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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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 م2020 نيسان/ هـ1441 رمضان (1، العدد )عبالساالمجلد 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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 أيمن فريحات وعلي البطوش                              ....             التدريسي الأداء تقييم أداة لفقرات التفاضلي الأداء فحص

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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 أيمن فريحات وعلي البطوش                              ....             التدريسي الأداء تقييم أداة لفقرات التفاضلي الأداء فحص

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

 م2020 نيسان/ هـ1441 رمضان (1، العدد )السابعالمجلد  23 جتماعيةللعلوم الإنسانية والا  المشكاة مجلة

 

 .............                                                                بشير الزعبيأثر برنامج تعليمي قائم على نظرية فيرث السياقية

 





 

 م2020 نيسان/ هـ1441 رمضان (1، العدد )عبالساالمجلد  1 للعلوم الإنسانية والاجتماعية  المشكاة مجلة
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   التطبيقية البلقاء جامعة، الجامعية عجلون كلية، التربوية العلوم قسم،أستاذ مساعد *

 .والتعليم التربية وزارة **

 م23/12/2018تاريخ قبول البحث:     م10/2018/ 25تاريخ وصول البحث: 

230

 

                                                                                                                        
 

 
 

 2 للعلوم الإنسانية والاجتماعية  المشكاة مجلة
 

 
 م2020 نيسان/ هـ1441 رمضان (1، العدد )السابعالمجلد 

 
 

 .............                                                                بشير الزعبيأثر برنامج تعليمي قائم على نظرية فيرث السياقية

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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Abstract 
      The study aimed at examining differential items functioning 
(DIF) in teaching performance evaluation at Yarmouk University 
according to the educational level from the students' perspective 
using the Mantel-Hansel method. To achieve the aims of the 
study, the data was obtained from Yarmouk University. This data 
set was collected during the summer semester of the academic 
year 2015/ 2016. The total number of the analyzed data was of 
(7343) questionnaire. The results showed that one  item  showed 
differential functioning according to students’ Educational Level 
in favor for the fourth level students compared to second level 
students, when calculating the size of DIF for the item showed 
DIF according to Educational Level in the instrument used at 
Yarmouk University, it was found that there is no effect for the 
items showing DIF. 
      The results of the study also indicated that removing the item 
with DIF in the instrument adopted at Yarmouk University 
according to educational level significantly improves goodness of 
fit indices of the instrument and thus in the preparation of items. 
The study recommended the need for universities to pay more 
attention to assess the quality of instruments with respect to DIF 
when preparing these instruments.  
 
 Keywords: Differential items functioning, Student Evaluation, 
Performance of teaching evaluation. 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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      This study aims to investigate the effect of an educational program 
based on Firth’s contextual theory of developing the reading 
comprehension skills among students of non-Arabic language speakers 
in Jordan. The sample of the study was chosen by means of the 
intentional method of (31) students divided into two groups: (16) 
students and middle-level students at the Arabic Language Center for 
Other Languages’ Speakers at the World Islamic Sciences and 
Education University during the first semester of the year 2017/2018. 
       The researcher designed an educational program based on the 
contextual theory of Firth, and the study tool of a test to measure 
reading comprehension skills. The results of the study showed a 
statistically significant difference at (=0.05) between the means 
performance of the experimental and control groups on the reading 
comprehension test in favor of the experimental group that was studied 
using the contextual theory of Firth. The results of the study also 
indicated that there was no statistically significant difference at 
(=0.05) due to the effect of the interaction between gender and the 
proposed educational program. The study recommended using Firth 
contextual theory in teaching Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and 
further research on reading comprehension. 
 
Keywords: Firth’s contextual theory, Non-Arabic language speaker 
students, Reading comprehension 
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