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The Development (Evolution) of Floral and Geometric
Ornamentation in Islamic Art up to the Ottoman Era

An Analytical Study

This research examines the development of ornamentation in Islamic art from
its origins in the 1st century AH / 7th century CE, as an art form closely linked
to the spread of Islam and its teachings, which endowed it with a distinct
aesthetic and spiritual dimension. Mosque architecture represented the main
field for the manifestation of this art, as it transcended its functional role as a
place of worship to become a visual expression of the intellectual and artistic
values of Islamic civilization. Ornamentation later extended beyond religious
architecture to illuminated Qur’ans, carpets, vessels, and lamps, forming a
unified visual and spiritual identity.

Although early Islamic art was influenced by Byzantine and Persian traditions,
it did not merely imitate them. Instead, it reinterpreted these influences within
a new framework consistent with Islamic faith and expressive of the material
and spiritual needs of society. Through this process, a distinct artistic tradition
emerged with its own principles and aesthetic codes.

The study focuses on the evolution of floral and geometric ornamentation—
the most prominent decorative elements in Islamic art—from their early
appearances in the mosques of the Umayyad and Abbasid eras to their mature
expression in Ottoman architecture. It also explores the religious, cultural, and
technical factors that shaped their stylistic development.

According to Hazem Jassab, Islamic ornamentation evolved through four
stages: initial influence by local arts, the formation of an independent style,
diversification with the expansion of the Islamic empire, and the incorporation
of natural motifs in later periods. Ultimately, the study concludes that Islamic
ornamentation reflects a comprehensive civilizational philosophy that unites
aesthetics, faith, and intellect, embodying the visual and spiritual identity of
Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Sacred Geometry, floral ornamentation, Styles of Islamic art,

Stylization.
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