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Empowering Persons with Disabilities in Jordanian Higher
Education Institutions: A Comparative Study of Jordanian
and U.S. Legislation with a Proposed Supportive Legal
Framework

Abstract

This study analyzes national and international legislation concerning the rights of persons with
disabilities in higher education, focusing on the Jordanian experience in comparison with the U.S.
model. A comparative legal-analytical approach was employed to identify similarities and differences
between the legislative frameworks and to examine their alignment with international conventions,
particularly the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The findings indicate that,
despite the progressive development of Jordanian legislation—from the 1993 Disabled Persons
Welfare Law to the 2017 Rights of Persons with Disabilities Law—challenges remain in
implementation, lack of clear performance indicators, and fragmented institutional efforts. In contrast,
US. legislation, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), demonstrates greater integration between legal provisions and
institutional practices, ensuring equity and accessibility. Based on these findings, the study proposes a
legal framework to strengthen inclusive higher education in Jordan, emphasizing clear legislative texts,
monitoring mechanisms, alignment with sustainable development goals, and enhancing the role of the
Higher Education Accreditation Commission in monitoring university compliance with disability
legislation and linking accreditation to measurable inclusion indicators, thereby promoting effective
participation of students with disabilities in academic and social life.

Keywords: Empowerment of persons with disabilities, higher education institutions, Jordanian

legislation, U.S. legislation, supportive legal framework
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