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A Comparative Analytical Study between the Science Curriculum

for the Sixth Grade in Jordan and Malaysia

Abstract

This study aimed to compare the sixth-grade science curricula in Jordan and Malaysia in terms of
philosophy, objectives, content, and the strengths of each. To achieve these objectives, the study
employed a descriptive-analytical approach and developed a content analysis tool that was
validated and tested for reliability. The two curricula were analyzed using multiple sources,
including the curriculum framework, the standards and indicators guide, and relevant official
documents. The results showed that both curricula share a commitment to continuous
development in response to scientific and technological advancements, but differ in their
approaches to development and implementation. In Jordan, the curriculum follows a progressive
conceptual path that emphasizes experimentation, laboratory activities, and connecting concepts
to everyday life, while integrating STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
and 21st-century skills. In Malaysia, the curriculum relies on clear, outcome-based standards and
promotes project-based learning (PBL) in real-life contexts, with a focus on sustainability and the
integration of knowledge, skills, and values. It is also evident that Jordan leans towards
conceptual development and laboratory practice, while Malaysia leans towards practical
applications and technological contexts. The study recommends an exchange of strengths
between the two countries, in terms of Jordan benefiting from the clarity of standards and applied
projects in the Malaysian curriculum, and Malaysia benefiting from the conceptual progression
and laboratory activities in the Jordanian curriculum.

Keywords: Comparative study, science curricula, sixth grade, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,

Malaysia.
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