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The vocal rhythm in the maqamat of Hamathani: The

Harziyya Magam as a model

Abstract

This research aims to study the sound rhythm and its impact on the artistic structure of Badi' al-Zaman
al-Hamathani's Magamat, focusing on the Maqama al-Hirziyya as a case study. The study examines the
sound aspect as a fundamental element in achieving aesthetic and semantic balance in literary texts,
reviewing the methods al-Hamathani employed to utilize rhythm and sound as expressive tools serving
the text.

This research focuses on two rhythmic phenomena: first, the rhythm of prose, which manifests on two
levels: syllabic rhythm, based on the equivalence of sentences and the regular sequence of syllables,
both quantitatively and qualitatively; and rhythmic repetition, which creates various phonetic balances
such as repetition, alliteration, and assonance, as well as semantic balances such as parallelism based
on relationships of synonymy, antonymy, proportion, and interpretation. The research clarifies the role
of each in creating phonetic and semantic harmony, contributing to the enhancement of the text's
structure and internal rhythm. Second, the rhythm of poetry, through the study of rhyme, end rhyme,
repetition, and enjambment, reveals how poetry and prose work together in the magama to unify the
text's context and provide it with central themes to enrich meaning. The research presents precise
textual examples to illustrate how al-Hamadhani achieves phonetic harmony that strengthens the
connection between artistic and semantic elements.

The study concludes that rhythm is not limited to the aesthetic dimension alone, but is an effective
means of achieving aesthetic and semantic effects in the text. This element is considered one of the
most prominent features of Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamathani's creativity, making his Magamat a complete
artistic model in Arabic literature.

Keywords: Sonic rhythm, poetic rhythm, Magama al-Hirziyya.
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