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The Struggle for Life: A Reading of Dhu al-Rummah's
'Ayniyyah Poem

Abstract

The opening elegiac prelude represented the nature of the
poet's sensations and pains, as the poet projected onto nature
the contradictions he suffers in life. For although the place is
dead, life nevertheless inhabits it; water is life, yet what
surrounds it is dead. Thus, the place is like the poet in terms
of spirit, yet dead in terms of sensation. I adopted the
descriptive analytical approach in my study, drawing upon
the psychological approach to uncover the poet's
psychological dimensions. Among the findings I reached in
my study are that the attributes the poet bestowed upon the
wild donkeys suffering from thirst and searching for water are
evidence of the state of thirst experienced by the poet himself,
especially given that water is a symbol of life. Moreover, the
state of anxiety and tension with which the poet depicts the
wild donkeys is but a projection of his own self, revealing his
unease and apprehension in this life.

Keywords: Dhu al-Rummah's 'Ayniyyah Poem, Elegiac
Prelude, Death, Journey, Struggle.
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