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Mechanisms of Employing Animals and Their Symbolic
Significance in Satire among the Poets of the Islamic Call
in Early Islam

Abstract

This research examines a notable phenomenon that emerged among
the poets of the Islamic call (al-da'wah) in early Islam, namely the
employment of animals in satirical poetry during their verbal battles
against the polytheists and their allies. This is a significant phenomenon
that warrants study and analysis, as certain animals carried symbolic
dimensions and specific connotations that reflect the poet's view of his
opponents, mirror the psychological and social dimensions of poetic
discourse, and reveal the poet's skill in utilizing animal imagery and
drawing upon the Arab environment and its cultural heritage to
construct a vivid and expressive satirical image. The research adopted a
descriptive approach in tracing and collecting these images, and the
analytical approach in studying their symbolic significance. It also
benefited from the stylistic approach to uncover the artistic and
linguistic mechanisms by which they were constructed, and to
demonstrate their impact on reinforcing the satirical structure of the
text. The study showed that the poets of the Islamic call employed
numerous stylistic mechanisms to enhance the power and impact of
satire through animal symbolism and its diverse connotations, such as
oath/swearing, negation, emphasis, conditionals, and interrogatives.
These devices were integrated with poetic rhetorical devices, such as
sarcasm, mockery, irony, threat and intimidation, simile, and metaphor,
which enabled the poets to convey their satirical message and build
emotional impressions in the recipient through a persuasive and
impactful style.

Keywords: Employment, Satire/Hija', Symbolic Significance, Poets of
the Islamic Call, Early Islam.
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