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Semiotics of Textual Thresholds in the Andalusian
Maqamah (The Bani al-Ahmar Era): A Study in
Semantic Density and the Horizon of Expectation

Abstract

This research seeks to interrogate the textual thresholds in selected
models of Andalusian magamat from the Bani al-Ahmar era
(632—-897 AH / 1234-1492 CE), employing a semiotic approach
aimed at uncovering the mechanisms of operation of the "paratext"
and its interaction with the recipient. The research problem is
defined in tracing the semantic density of the thresholds (title,
textual opening, and textual closing) as guiding forces for reading
and interpretive keys that encapsulate the cultural and aesthetic
system of the era. The study adopted the semiotic approach with
its analytical mechanisms (such as the horizon of expectation,
semantic openness, and textual transcendence) to deconstruct the
structure of the texts of Lisan al-Din ibn al-Khatib (d. 776 AH /
1374 CE), Abu al-Hasan al-Nabhani (d. 793 AH / 1391 CE), and
other magamah writers of the era. The research concluded that the
textual threshold was not merely an external marker, but rather an
"iconic structure" that establishes a dialectical relationship
between the text and its political and social conditions of
production. The study also revealed the "openness of the trace" in
the textual closings, which granted the recipient a role in the
production of meaning.

Keywords: Semiotics, Textual  Thresholds, = Andalusian
Magamah, Banii al-Ahmar Era, Semantic Density.
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