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Assertive Speech Acts in Semantically Similar Proverbs
in Light of Speech Act Theory: A Contrastive Study
between Arabic and English

Abstract

This study aims to raise the issue of the semantic meanings of
certain proverbs in Arabic and their counterparts in English by
examining these proverbs from a pragmatic perspective in
accordance with Speech Act Theory, in order to arrive at the
intended meaning. Given the fundamental status occupied by
assertive speech acts within the theory's fivefold classification—
as they carry numerous meanings aimed at performing several
pragmatic functions, primarily informing, confessing, predicting,
and reporting—they were chosen as the focus of this research.
The researcher employs both analytical and contrastive
approaches in this study. The literal level, which focuses on the
apparent meaning, is examined first, followed by the figurative
level, which highlights the underlying rhetorical imagery, and
finally the pragmatic level, through which the intended meaning
is reached. The study concluded with the vitality of proverbs and
their continued usage in both Arabic and English. The selected
proverbs are still repeated daily in the Arabic language, while in
English they are frequently used in the media, particularly digital
media. The issue remains available for further studies related to
Arabic proverbs and their English counterparts according to the
other classifications of Speech Act Theory, namely: directive
speech acts, imperatived speech acts, expressive speech acts, and
declarative speech acts.

Keywords: Proverbs, Arabic, English, Pragmatics, Assertive.
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