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On the Problematic Issues of Circularity and Synonymy
in Defining Terms and Synonymy in Grammatical
Terminology in the Doha Historical Dictionary

Abstract

This study aims to examine the problematic issues of
circularity and synonymy in grammatical terminology within
the Doha Historical Dictionary, to reveal the extent to which
these two problems exist therein, and to analyze the methods
adopted by the dictionary in addressing them. The descriptive
analytical approach was employed in this study, through
tracking lexical entries in the Doha Historical Dictionary of
the Arabic Language, with the purpose of demonstrating and
analyzing the presence of circularity and synonymy in
grammatical terminology. The research concluded that the
Doha Dictionary has not succeeded in eliminating the
problems of circularity and synonymy. The existence of these
two problems has led to ambiguity in the definitions of lexical
meanings. If such problems proliferate, there will be no
significant difference between old dictionaries and the Doha
Dictionary, and it will fail to achieve one of its most important
objectives, namely eliminating the issues found in both old
and modern dictionaries.

Keywords: Doha Historical Dictionary of the Arabic
Language, Circularity, Synonymy, Grammatical
Terminology.
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