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The Role of the Jordanian Banking Sector in the
Economic Empowerment of Women: A Financial
Inclusion Perspective

Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to examine the role of the banking sector in
supporting the economic empowerment of women, with a focus on the
case of Jordan from a financial inclusion perspective. It also sought to
investigate the current state of contribution by both Islamic and
conventional banks in supporting this empowerment, whether through
attracting women to work within the sector or through the products and
initiatives specifically designed to meet women's needs.

Methodology: To achieve the study's objective, the descriptive-analytical
approach was adopted to identify the role of banks in Jordan in the
economic empowerment of women. This was accomplished by reviewing
sources relevant to the study topic, including academic research, annual
reports, sustainability reports issued by banks, and reports published by
the Association of Banks in Jordan.

Findings: The study found that, despite the efforts made in this area,
gender-based disparities persist within the Jordanian banking sector,
hindering further economic empowerment of women—whether in terms
of dedicated empowerment initiatives, or in the rates of female
employment and representation in leadership positions, which remain
below the desired levels.

Conclusion: The study emphasizes the necessity of consolidating all
efforts to economically empower women, given the benefits that accrue
to both women and the economy as a whole. It also recommends that both
Islamic and conventional Jordanian banks fulfill their expected role in
supporting this empowerment, in light of the anticipated positive effects
on their performance and profitability.

Keywords: Economic Empowerment of Women, Financial Inclusion,
Islamic Banks, Conventional Banks.
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